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Campsite Management Plan for The Jack Pine Conservation Estate 

1.0        STATEMENT/INTENT  
 

The assignment of campsites, campsite occupancy levels and the amount of camping equipment 
allowed on a campsite will be managed to ensure a quality camping experience.  

 
The intent of this directive is to provide guidelines for the consistent application of fees, discounts 
and waivers. The fee for camping will be assessed in accordance with annual maintenance at Jack 
Pine Conservation Estate (JPCE), related Parks Division Directives and Fee Schedule(s), and the 
services available at each campsite.  

 
A second camping accommodation unit on a campsite may be allowed as specified in section 2.3. 
The primary objective for allowing a second accommodation unit on a campsite is to accommodate 
requests from campers. A second camping fee will be collected in accordance with section 2.6. It is 
not appropriate in all situations to charge a camping fee for the second accommodation unit. 
Discretion and public relations must be a part of campsite management decision-making.  

 
Campground managers and facility operators shall ensure that discretion is used when applying the 
guidelines of this directive to operational situations.  

 
The directive will apply in all sites operated directly by Jack Pine Conservation staff through a 
Facility Operating Agreement (FOA). In the case of a disagreement relating to the application of this 
directive, the decision of the chairman or their designate will be final. 

 

2.0  GUIDELINES/PROCEDURES 
 
2.1 Campground Management / Operation 
 
2.1.1  The Regional Director or designate, in conjunction with the campground manager will ensure that camping 

fees are collected from all camping parties in designated and undesignated campsites. 
 
2.1.2  Every effort shall be made to accommodate camper requests, provided they fall within Parks Division's policy 

and directives. Care must be taken to ensure that requests that are approved do not have a negative impact 
on other campers, visitors or site operations. 

2.2  Equipment 
 
2.2.1  The type of equipment that may be permitted on a campsite includes: 
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           • Motorhomes, truck campers, camper vans, converted buses or other motorized accommodation units, 
fifth wheels, travel trailers, tent trailers, tents, motor vehicles (includes motorcycles), utility trailers, boat 
trailers, horse trailers and Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) trailers (where permitted). Unloaded OHV's may be 
considered allowable equipment in those recreation area campgrounds where their use is permitted. 

 
• Bicycles, cartop boats or canoes, mosquito tents (dining tents) not used as sleeping accommodation, will 

not be considered equipment when calculating the maximum number of units allowed on a campsite. 
 

Note: Motorhomes, truck campers or other motorized camping units are considered to be 
accommodation units and will not be counted as vehicles. 

 
2.2.2  Additional vehicles, boats, utility trailers, or other camping equipment are frequently brought into the 

campground by campers. Given that designated campsites are limited in size, the amount of equipment 
that may be placed on a campsite will be managed in order to prevent overcrowding and possible site 
degradation. 

 
2.3  Maximum Equipment on a Campsite 
 
2.3.1  The maximum allowable combination of motor vehicles, camping accommodation units and pieces of 

equipment permitted on a campsite is three (3) and of that three, no more than two (2) may be camping 
accommodation units. 

 
2.3.2  All motor vehicles, accommodation units and towed equipment must be contained within those areas of 

the campsite designated for their use (i.e., stay within the boundaries of the gravel or tent pad of the 
campsite) or be parked in a designated parking area. 

 
2.3.3  A "No Charge" permit may be issued for a vehicle that is 

• towed into the campground behind an accommodation unit, 

• a vehicle that is being used by a camping party member to commute to the park separately from 
the rest of the party, or 

• a vehicle used by a registered overnight guest(s) and provided the maximum number of units 
(three) permitted on a campsite is not exceeded. 

 
2.3.4  Registered camper or overnight guest vehicles must be parked in a designated parking area if the total 

number of units (three) permitted on a campsite is exceeded. 
 
2.3.5  The design and size of a campsite will determine the number, size, or type of camping accommodation 
units that a specific campsite can accommodate. The campground manager may limit the number of pieces of 
equipment allowed on a particular campsite to less than three. For example, the campground manager may 
decide that due to site design and dimensions, only one camping accommodation unit of a certain size or type, 
may be assigned to that specific site. 

2.3.6  A camping party that is assigned a campsite that is not capable of holding the maximum number of units 
permitted on a campsite (refer to Section 2.3.5) must park any additional unit(s) that they have in a 
designated parking area. 

 

2.4 Assignment of Campsites 
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2.4.1  Campsites will be assigned on a first-come first served basis except in that portion of a campground in 
which the campsite reservation system is in effect. 

 
2.4.2  When registering, a camping party may request a specific campsite in the non-reservation area of the 

campground. If the campsite is available, it may be assigned to the camper provided their camping 
accommodation unit and equipment will fit on the site. 

 
2.4.3  A camping party may not purchase a camping permit for a friend who is arriving later. Check-in station 

staff may, however, assign the registering camping party to a campsite with vacant site(s) adjacent to it. 
If the friend arrives and one of the vacant site(s) is still available, the friend may then be assigned the 
site. 

 
2.4.4  Student groups or youth organizations that cannot be accommodated in a group camping area may use 

another camping area within the park or recreation area if authorization is obtained from the 
campground manager (refer to Directive FOl.7 -Accommodating Student Groups or Youth Organizations 
outside Designated Group Areas for guidelines). 

 
2.4.5  Discretion should be exercised when allowing several campers to camp together in adjacent sites. If it is 

felt that this might result in rowdy or noisy parties, or other depreciative behavior that could impact 
other users, staff should take the time to inform the campers of the appropriate park regulations and 
the consequences of non-compliance. 

 
2.4.6  If a group camping area has not been reserved, it may be used to hold overflow camping parties on a 

per night basis, provided the regular campground is full. A camping party assigned a campsite in a 
group-use area shall be advised that they will be moved into the regular campground as soon as 
appropriate campsite(s) becomes available. The designated capacity of a group camping area shall not 
be exceeded. 

 
2.4.7  Related camping parties who have requested adjacent campsites within the regular campground but 

are unable to get them due to the campsites not being available, will not be permitted to camp in a 
group use area while the campground still has regular campsites available unless they reserve the group 
use area and pay the appropriate group camping area reservation fees. 

 
2.5  Occupancy of Campsites 
 
2.5.1  Department staff and facility operators will ensure that all available campsites are allocated in a fair and 

equitable manner and that all campers are accommodated except where safety or non-compliance 
situations dictate otherwise  

 
2.5.2  In order to occupy a campsite, a camping party must register, pay the appropriate camping fees and set 

up their accommodation unit on the campsite. 
 
2.5.3  The number of persons permitted on a campsite may not exceed 6 unless they are all members of a 

single-family unit. Registered overnight guests of the camping party may be permitted on the campsite 
overnight provided the total number of persons on the campsite does not exceed 6. 

 
2.5.4  The General Regulation requires that a camping accommodation unit (trailer, tent, etc.) must be set up 

on a campsite in order for it to be considered occupied. This helps to eliminate visibly vacant campsites 
and complaints from other campers who are being "turned away" because campsites have been "sold". 
There is no requirement for a camper to be physically present on the campsite provided their 
accommodation unit is set up on the campsite and registration has been maintained. 
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2.5.5  Some exceptions apply to campers with motorhomes or other types of motorized camping units, since 
they cannot use their unit for sightseeing or other purposes without removing their accommodation 
unit from the campsite. These campers are asked to advise staff when they leave and to post their 
permit "OCCUPIED" card at the site to indicate the site is occupied. This meets the requirement for 
campers to obtain permission to leave a campsite unoccupied for a short period of time during their 
stay. 

 
2.5.6  Campers with motorhomes, or other similar accommodation units, cannot register then leave for one 

or two days. (e.g…, come out on a Wednesday night to get a site for the long weekend, then 
immediately leave and return on Friday). This can only be done if they leave the registered camping 
accommodation unit on the campsite.  
Note: In self-registration campgrounds staff should be more aware of this type of situation, as 
campers cannot always be informed that they should notify staff if they are leaving the campsite 
unoccupied. 

 
2.5.7  If a campsite has been paid for but has been left unoccupied overnight, staff should try to ascertain 

the reason why before reassigning the campsite to another camper. This ensures that the interests of 
all campers are considered and met wherever possible. The General Regulation specifies that a 
camper cannot leave a campsite unoccupied without the permission of a Conservation Officer. 
Authority is also provided within the Regulation to reassign the campsite if the registered camper 
cannot be located. Staff should explain these requirements to campers when they register. 

 
2.6  Camping Fees and Discounts 
 
2.6.1  Camping fees and related fee discounts will be charged in accordance with annual maintenance of the 

JPCE and the Provincial Parks Fees Order, Part 2, Recreation Service Fees, applicable Parks Division 
Directives and Fee Schedules (refer to Directive FOl.3 - Camping Fees). A permit will be issued for each 
registered camping party. 

 
2.6.2  All camping parties will be assessed the regular fee for the type of campsite being occupied. This is 

based on the principle that all campers have equal access to available campground services and 
facilities, regardless of the type of accommodation unit being utilized. 

 
2.6.3  The full camping fee may be charged for each camping accommodation unit occupying a campsite 

EXCEPT where a camping party has set up a tent in addition to their main accommodation unit and 
there is only one motor vehicle registered to the campsite. No additional fee may be charged for the 
tent. The tent, however, will be considered an accommodation unit and included in the maximum 
allowable limit for the campsite (refer to Section 2.3, Maximum Equipment on a Campsite).  
Note: For this purpose, motorized camping units (i.e., motorhomes, truck campers, etc.) are 
considered accommodation units and should not be counted as vehicles.  

 
It is not appropriate in all situations to charge a camping fee for the second accommodation unit. 
Examples of where one fee would be appropriate: 
• a second accommodation unit that is required for medical reasons 
• two individuals on a bicycle/motorcycle trip set up two tents - it should be recognized that 

one of the tents is considered to be the main accommodation unit and the second tent is the 
additional unit 

• a family who has set up a tent in addition to their main accommodation unit 
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2.6.4  If the only camping accommodation units on a campsite are two tents and one motor vehicle with 
one piece of towed equipment, the camping party will be assessed one permit fee. A second vehicle 
may be permitted as per Section 2.3. However, the restriction on the number of pieces of 
equipment permitted on a campsite (three) would apply. 

 
2.6.5  The full camping fee may be charged for a second accommodation unit where two separate camping 

parties have doubled up on a campsite (e.g. two truck campers or motorhomes on the same 
campsite). No other accommodation units (e.g .. , tents) would be permitted on the campsite. 

 
2.6.6  When a camping party has been allocated a campsite, they have exclusive use of the site for the 

duration of the camping permit. Additional camping units cannot be allocated to an occupied 
campsite without the consent of the campsite permit holder. 

 
2.6. 7  If suitable sites are available, two (2) camping parties may, upon their request, be given the option 

of sharing a single site. Both camping parties would each be charged the full fee for the campsite. 
However, the maximum number of persons (six) and number of units (three) allowed on a campsite 
may not be exceeded. 

 
2.6.8  Where two registered camping parties are sharing a campsite that has power, or power and water 

hookups, both parties will be charged for the additional services as both have equal access to all 
services provided at the campsite. Both permitholders are also equally responsible for the campsite 
and for the conduct of all persons in their party. In the event of an eviction, both parties can be 
evicted. 

 
2.6.9  Camping parties assigned a campsite in an unreserved group camping area while the regular 

campground is full, shall be charged the same fee as for a similar campsite within the campground 
and where applicable, the fee for any additional services available within the group use area. 

 
2.7 Campgrounds with Undesignated Sites 
 
2.7.1  The appropriate camping fee will be charged for each camping accommodation unit a camping party 

has set up in a campground with undesignated campsites. The only exception is where a camping 
party has set up a tent in addition to their main camping accommodation unit and the camping 
party only has one vehicle (e.g., a party with a car and tent-trailer and have set up a tent). Refer to 
2.6.3 for further clarification.  
Note: For this purpose, motorized camping units (e.g., motorhomes, truck campers, etc.) are 
considered accommodation units and should not be counted as vehicles). 

 
2.7.2  Since undesignated campsites are informal by nature, an attempt to limit the physical size or area a 

amping party occupies may not be practical. However, the campground manager must exercise 
discretion to ensure that the space being occupied is fair and reasonable in relation to other 
campers. 

 
2.8  Camping Fee Exemptions 
 

2.8.1  In parks or recreation areas operated under a Facility Operating Agreement (FOA), a ministerial 
waiver of camping fees will be processed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the FOA. 
The following persons may be permitted to camp free of charge (including GST) upon presentation 
of a ministerial waiver or upon the approval of the Regional Director or designate: 
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• A volunteer, who without receiving remuneration, enters into an agreement with the 
department to perform duties related to the operation or benefit of a park or recreation 
area, may be permitted to camp free of charge (e.g., Campground Hosts camp free of 
charge). Friends or relatives of the volunteer staying overnight on the volunteer's 
campsite will be required to register and pay the appropriate camping fee for that 
specific campsite, if an accommodation unit is added to the site. 

• A person, who without receiving remuneration is engaged in an approved program to 
enhance public awareness of a social, natural heritage or environmental issue, may be 
authorized to use park facilities and camp free of charge through the use of a ministerial 
waiver. 

• Department staff, or staff from other government agencies who are working in a 
provincial park or recreation area, may be authorized by the Regional Director or 
designate to camp free of charge. This should normally be in a location other than the 
public campground. Arrangements may be made to accommodate them within the 
campground if this is a requirement for the staff to complete their work (e.g., Angler 
Creel Surveys). 

• Contractor staff working on construction projects in a park or recreation area may upon 
the approval of the Regional Director or designate, be provided with free camping under 
the same applied conditions and restrictions as those for government staff. 

 
2.9  Checkout Time 
 
2.9.1  If the campsite is available and a camping party wishes to extend their stay in the campground; 

they must re-register prior to 2:00 pm or vacate their campsite by 2:00 pm on the expiry date of 
their permit.  

 
2.9.2  If a sufficient number of vacant sites are available to accommodate incoming campers, camping 

parties with expired permits may be permitted to stay until later in the day. 
 
3.0  REFERENCE 
 
The Provincial Parks Act, General Regulation  
Provincial Parks Fees Order, Part 2, Recreation Service Fees  
Directive FOl.3 Camping Fees  
Directive FOl.5 Complimentary Camping Vouchers  

Directive FOi.7 Accommodating Student Groups or Youth Organizations Outside Designated Group Use 
Areas 

Visitor Registration Manual 
 
4.0  DEFINITIONS 
 
See Glossary of Definitions for full listing. 
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Board of Director Meeting Notes 
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